Title: Developmental phenomenography and the voice of the researched.                
Part I: The power of the idea versus political power 

Stream: Phenomenographic Research

Authors: 
Professor John Bowden 

Emeritus Professor, RMIT University &

Adjunct Professor, Swinburne Graduate Research School

Swinburne University of Technology
Associate Professor Pam Green 

Director, Swinburne Graduate Research School

Swinburne University of Technology
E-mail: john.bowden@rmit.edu.au

Tel: (03) 9459 3237

Abstract:
Phenomenography is a qualitative research approach that normally 

· uses semi-structured interviews for data collection 

· involves analysis for categories of description and their structural relationships using pooled interview transcripts, and 

· presents transcript excerpts to illustrate the outcomes 

One of the authors has pioneered developmental phenomenography (Bowden, 1995, 2005), which is undertaken with the explicit intention of using the research outcomes to contribute to the life experience of the researched and their peers. 

The objective of this paper is to explore the notion of “the voice of the researched” in qualitative research and for readers to understand the ways in which phenomenography in general, and developmental phenomenography in particular, prioritise the voice of the researched.  

Another paper in this session (Green & Bowden) addresses the implications for approaches to data collection (by interviewing), data analysis (of interview transcripts) and reporting of outcomes in developmental phenomenographic research.

References:
Bowden, J.A. (1995). Phenomenographic research: some methodological issues. Nordisk Pedagogik, 15 (3), 144-155.


Bowden, J.A. (2005). Underpinnings of Phenomenography: Theory and Practice .  In J Bowden and P Green (Eds) Doing Developmental Phenomenography, RMIT University Press: Melbourne.

